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and lightness of their fantastic doctrine/5 and it was 1629-40 only in the interests of public peace that ho was compelled in the end to make the life of men like Robert Blair so uncomfortable that they retired to Scotland. His method with the ministers had much of the initial patience and ultimate firmness of Cromwell's. He believed that for the sake of peace Ireland should be economically dependent upon England, but he (lid not interpret this maxim harshly, and in many respects his economic views were ahead of his time. lie succeeded to a revenue which fell far short of the expenditure, and to a heavy debt, and he left the country solvent, largely by checking peculation. lie had to struggle against the vested interests of monopolists and land-grabbers and corrupt officials, who had great purchase in England both at court and in parliament, and, like most servants of the Stuarts, he had to fight with his flank turned and his rear threatened. He was determined that Ireland should not be the milch cow of ut that nation of people or rather vermin, which are ever to be found at the courts of great princes."

He toiled with resolution, energy and invincible courage, and his successes far outbalanced his failures. He ended with a surplus instead of a deficit, and a large reserve fund. He put the plantations in order, and, though he had no military experience, provided an efficient defence force, much of winch he trained himself; he cleansed the foul stables of officialdom, set the church on a sound basis of temporalities, and vastly improved its quality ; he so enlarged the export trade that it was nearly double the value of the imports; above all, he put into the land a new spirit of ease and hopefulness. Ireland, as he told the king, was now " a growing people in their first Spring." lie did all this by a prodigal expenditure of mind and body. He had never been strong^ and all his life he was plagued with gout and the stone. Ireland made him an old man in his early forties. " I grow extremely old and full of grey hairs since I came into this kingdom,53 he wrote, "c and should wax exceeding melancholy, were it not for two little girls